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his libido into the unconscious. Sleep overcame him, as
a result of this lowering of the intensity of consciousness,
and he fell into a somnambulent or ecstatic state, which
is merely a phantasy of great intensity that altogether
captivates the conscious. It is significant that what
comes to him is no erotic phantasy, but he is transported
as it were to .another land, represented in phantasy as the
crossing of a river and a journey through a pathless
country. The unconscious appears to him as an opposite
or over-world, in which events take place and men move
about as in reality.
His mistress appears before him, not in an erotic
phantasy, but in "divine" form, seeming to him like a
goddess in the heavens. This fact indicates that the
repressed erotic impression in the unconscious has activ-
ated the latent primordial image of the goddess, which is
in fact the archetypal soul-image. The erotic impression
has evidently become united in the collective unconscious
with those archaic residues which from primordial time
have held the imprints of vivid impressions of woman's
nature; woman as mother, and woman as desirable maid.
Such impressions have immense power, since they release
forces, both in the child and the man, which, in their
irresistible and absolutely compelling nature, merit the
attribute divine. The recognition of these forces as
daemonic powers can scarcely be due to moral repression,
but rather to a self-regulation of the psychic organism
which seeks by this orientation to protect itself from loss
of equilibrium. For if, against the wholly overwhelming
power of passion, which casts a man unconditionally in
the path of another, the psyche succeeds in erecting a
counterposition, whereby at the summit of passion it
severs the idol from the utterly desired object and forces
the man to his knees before the divine image, it has thereby
delivered him from the curse of the object's spell. He is

